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Essential skills for
learning to read



This book has been designed to help young children recognise the letters of the alphabet,
and more importantly that they .

Recognition of sounds is an essential step in learning to read.

Provide a place to work with your child.
Keep sessions .
When you read the instructions to your child, run your finger along each sentence
from .
Make sure your child before beginning an activity.
Say the words “ ” so that your child can hear the sounds that the words begin
with.
Develop your child’s confidence by their efforts.

It is important when teaching children beginning sounds, that they
.

For example, for the letter ‘f’ say ‘fff’ and not ‘eff’. For the letter ‘m’ say ‘mmm’ not ‘em’.

When looking at the pictures, ask the children to
and it starts with.

each have their own sound

quiet, comfortable
short

left to right
understands the directions

out loud

praising and encouraging

learn the sound of each letter rather than just its name

say the word out loud
listen for the sound
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�

�

�

�

�

applea

hath

orangeo

ballb

iglooi

potp

vanv

catc

jugj

quiltq

wallw

dogd

keyk

ringr

box

egge

leafl

suns

yawny

fishf

manm

topt

zebraz

goatg

netn

umbrellau

Most letters can have more than one sound e.g. ‘o’ as in or ‘o’ as in .
These pictures will help you with the correct sound for each letter of the alphabet.

range valo o

HOW TO USE THIS BOOK
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There are many ways you can develop beginning reading skills as a follow-up to using this
book.

Playing “I Spy”.
Draw your child’s attention to letters and words in everyday situations e.g. shopping,
signs, magazines etc.
Writing the different sounds using a variety of media e.g. painting, using playdough,
writing in sand, writing in flour sprinkled on a table etc.
Making a scrapbook for each sound by cutting out pictures from magazines that start
with a particular sound.
Games of Bingo, Snap and matching cards.
Writing captions on your child’s drawings and ‘reading’ them together.

A child who has learnt that reading books is an enjoyable and pleasurable activity will have
a strong incentive to learn to read.
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�

�

�

�

The most important thing that you can do to help your child to read, is to share the
enjoyment of reading books and stories together.

FOLLOW-UP ACTIVITIES
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Trace draw
Read trace
the apples and an ant on each one.

the sentence and the sounds.a
Trace draw

Read trace

Colour the pictures that start with .aColour

Trace the sounds.aTracea

A a ants re on the pples.A a a

ambulancea

a a a a
a a a a
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Trace the sounds.bTrace

Colour the pictures that start with .bColour

Trace colour
Read trace

the butterflies and one blue.
the sentence and the sounds.b

Trace colour
Read trace

b b b b

I saw a ig lue utterfly.b b b

b b b b bellb

b
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Colour the pictures that start with .cColour

Trace draw
Read trace

the cakes and some candles on each one.
the sentence and the sounds.c

Trace draw
Read trace

Trace the sounds.cTrace

C c count the andles on the akes.C c c

c c c c
c c c ccatc

c
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Colour the pictures that start with .dColour

Trace Draw
Read trace

the dogs. some dots on each dog.
the sentence and the sounds.d

Trace Draw
Read trace

Trace the sounds.dTrace

d d d d

The ogs have lots of ots.d d

d d d d dogd

d
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Colour the pictures that start with .eColour

Trace draw
Read trace

the easter eggs and some patterns on them.
the sentence and the sounds.e

Trace draw
Read trace

I like to at aster ggs.e e e

e e e e
e e e e

e
elephante

Trace the sounds.eTrace
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Colour fthe pictures that start with .Colour

Trace colour
Read trace f

the fish in the bowl and them.
the sentence and the sounds.

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace fthe sounds.Trace

f f f f

F f five ish in a bowl.ishF f f

f f f f
f

fishf
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Colour the pictures that start with .gColour

Trace
Read trace

drawthe goats and some green grass.
the sentence and the sounds.g

Trace
Read trace

draw

Trace the sounds.gTrace

G g goats in the reen rass.G g g

g g g g
gorillag

g g g g g
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Colour the pictures that start with .hColour

Trace colour
Read trace h

the hearts and in the hats.
the sentence and the sounds.

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.hTrace

h h h h

H h how many earts are on the ats?H h h

h h h h h
horseh
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Colour the pictures that start with .iColour

Colour count
Read trace

and the insects.
the sentence and the sounds.i

Colour count
Read trace

Trace ithe sounds.Trace

There are ..... nsects.i

i i i i i
i i i i iiglooi

i
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Colour the pictures that start with .jColour

Trace colour
Read trace

the jellybeans, them and them.
the sentence and the sounds.

count
j

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.jTrace

There are ..... ellybeans in the ars.j j

j
jugj

j j j j
j j j j
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Colour the pictures that start with .kColour

Trace join
Read write trace

the kites and to the kangaroos.
the sentence, in the numbers and the sounds.

them
k

Trace join
Read write trace

Trace the sounds.kTrace

There are .... ites and .... angaroos.k k

k k k k
k k k kkangarook

k
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Colour the pictures that start with .lColour

Trace colour
Read trace

the leaves and in the ladybeetles.
the sentence and the sounds.l

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.lTrace

l l l l l

L l ladybeetles ike eaves.L l l

l l l l l lollyl

l

© Burrabooks www.burrabooks.com.au ‘Beginning to Read’12



Colour the pictures that start with .mColour

Trace
Read trace m

a path from the mouse to the cheese.
the sentence and the sounds.

Trace
Read trace

Trace the sounds.mTrace

The ouse goes through the aze.m m

m m m
m m m

m
moonm
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Colour the pictures that start with .nColour

Draw colour
Read trace

nine birds in the nest and the picture.
the sentence and the sounds.n

Draw colour
Read trace

Trace nover the sounds.Trace

n n n n

N nine birds in a est.N n

n n n n
n
nailn
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Colour the pictures that start with .oColour

Trace colour
Read trace

the octopus and the picture.
the sentence and the sounds.o

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.oTrace

The ctopus likes to eat ranges.o o

o o o o
o o o ooctopusoo
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Colour pthe pictures that start with .Colour

Trace colour
Read trace

the pigs and them pink and purple.
the sentence and the sounds.p

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.pTrace

The igs are ink and urple.p p p

p p p p
p
potp

p p p p
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Colour the pictures that start with .qColour

Colour
Read trace

the matching patterns in the quilt the colours.
the sentence and the sounds.

same
q

Colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.qTrace

The ueen has a colourful uilt.q q

q q q q
q q q q

queenq

q

abc
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Colour the pictures that start with .rColour

Trace colour
Read trace

the rainbow and the picture.
the sentence and the sounds.r

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.rTrace

r r r r r

The abbits are near the ainbow.r r

r r r r r r
roosterr
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Colour sthe pictures that start with .Colour

Trace colour
Read trace s

the saucepan and the sausages.
the sentence and the sounds.

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.sTrace

S s s six ausages izzling in the aucepan.S s s s

sunss
s s s s
s s s s
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Colour the pictures that start with .tColour

Trace colour
Read trace

the tortoise shells and the picture.
the sentence and the sounds.t

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.tTrace

The ortoises are aking urns.t t t

teapott

t t t t t
t t t t t
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Colour the pictures that start with .uColour

Trace draw
Read trace

the umbrella and something the umbrella.
the sentence and the sounds.

under
u

Trace draw
Read trace

Trace the sounds.uTrace

What is nder the mbrella?u u

u
umbrellau

u u u u
u u u u
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Colour vthe pictures that start with .Colour

Trace draw
Read trace v

the vases and two flowers in each one.
the sentence and the sounds.

Trace draw
Read

Trace the sounds.vTrace

v v v v

The iolets are in a ase.v v

v v v v violinv

v
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Colour wthe pictures that start with .Colour

Trace colour
Read trace

the washing on the line and the picture.
the sentence and the sounds.w

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace wthe sounds.Trace

w w w
w w w

The ashing is blowing in the ind.w w

watchw

w
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Colour the pictures that have in them.xColour

Trace Colour
Read trace x

the boxes and their numbers. them in.
the sentence and the sounds.

Trace Colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.xTrace

There are si bo es.x x

1

4

2

5

3

6

x
box

x x x x
x x x x
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Colour the pictures that start with .yColour

Trace match
Read trace

the strings with different colours to the yo-yos
to the hands. the sentence and the sounds.y

Trace match
Read trace

Trace the sounds.yTrace

There is a ellow o- o.y y y

y y y y

1

2

3

y y y y
y
y yo- oy y

yellow
crAYON
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Colour the pictures that start with .zColour

Trace colour
Read trace

the zig-zags and them green.
the sentence and the sounds.z

Trace colour
Read trace

Trace the sounds.zTrace

z z z z
z z z z

The ebras hide in the ig- ags.z z z

zebraz

z
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Colour the pictures and the in each TV.sound that they start withColour

p

u

t

p

u

t

i

f

e

i

f

e

z

n

h

z

n

h

n

z

s

n

z

s

d

b

g

d

b

g

a

e

c

a

e

c

t

l

h

t

l

h

t

l

o

t

l

o
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Colour Tracethe pictures that with the sound in the box. the sound.startColour Trace

b i

p w
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Join colourthe pictures to their sounds and them the same.beginningJoin colour

h

g
f

d

a
p

r
s
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Join colourbeginningthe things on the shelf to the correct sound and them.Join colour

b
d
c

b
d
c

t
s
o

t
s
o

z
y

w

z
y

w

s
p

b

s
p

b

r
l
j

r
l
j

n
b
p

n
b
p
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Colour the words that with:
p = pink,        y = yellow,        r = red,        g = green.

startColour
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pup
pat

pit

pot

pep

pinpig

pen

yell

yum

yes

yip

yap

runran

ri
p

rimrat

rapyak

ra
g

gag

getgap

gum

gun got

gas



Colour the picture that with
the same sound as the one in the box.

startsColour

Draw
Colour

a line to join the pictures that with the same sound.
them the same colours.

startDraw
Colour
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Look
Circle

at the picture in the box.
the sounds that the picture with.starts

Look
Circle

f e f p f t a f j k f e

r a g h a t a h a w

c k o s c t y c j c c

o c c e c a o y o s

Write the sound.beginningWrite

t
s
m

t
s
m

............un

m
v
g

m
v
g

............an

k
d
p

k
d
p

............og

d
b
e

d
b
e

............at

t
f
l

t
f
l

............an

d
b
p

d
b
p

............ot
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Write colourthe sounds and the pictures.correct beginningWrite colour

........op ........gg ........at

........ap ........ox ........ug

Join beginningthe picture to the correct sound.Join

u
m
q

u
m
q

t
z
r

t
z
r

h
p
s

h
p
s

s
m
r

s
m
r

p
r
b

p
r
b

s
f
p

s
f
p
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PARENTS TEACHERS

‘BEGINNING TO READ’

THE AUTHORS

OTHER TITLES

and are a vital resource in helping young children
develop the essential skills they will need to succeed at school.

will help your child to recognise the letters of the
alphabet and more importantly that they each have their own sound. Recognition
of sounds is an essential step in learning to read.

each have over 20 years of classroom experience in Australian
schools and have written over 100 successful student and teacher resource books.

in this series:

Keep a step ahead with
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BEGINNING TO WRITE

BEGINNING MATHEMATICS

LEARNING TIMES TABLES
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